
 

      
 NEWSLETTER 4 

 
With Yuletide just arriving, you may be scurrying to the gigantic double issue of Radio Times to plan your 

film-viewing sessions as you munch your way through the mince pies and turkey sandwiches.  There are 

usually hundreds to choose from, and that is just on terrestrial TV, but here is Mark Kermode’s Top 10 

Christmas movies (and you can be sure some of these will be on the box in the next two or three weeks …) 

The Wizard of Oz (Victor Fleming + 4; 1939) - “… a universally adored classic.  First shown 

on television in November 1956 … this is a film around which the whole family can gather – 

to watch, wonder and sing along.” 

It’s A Wonderful Life (Frank Capra; 1946) - “a timeless marvel … with one of the most tear-

jerking finales ever filmed.” 

Miracle on 34th Street (George Seaton; 1947) - “the original Kris Kringle (Edmund Gwenn) is hard to top.” 

Singin’ In the Rain (Stanley Donen, Gene Kelly; 1952) - “(with) Kelly famously dancing his way through 

splashy puddles ... no matter how many times you watch it, this film will always put a smile on your face.” 

Young Frankenstein (Mel Brooks; 1974) - “Wrapping presents while watching Young Frankenstein is one of 

life’s greatest pleasures.” 

Love and Death (Woody Allen; 1975) – “no Yuletide season would be complete … without a viewing of 

…Allen’s funniest films.” 

Gremlins (Joe Dante; 1984) – “For those who like their Christmas treats to come with a spicy twist …nicely 

nasty Christmas fun.” 

Die Hard (John McTiernan; 1988) – “McTiernan’s superb heist movie delivers festive doses of thrills and 

spills.” 

The Muppet Christmas Carol (Brian Henson; 1992) – “Michael Caine plays Scrooge in … one of the loveliest 

screen renditions of everyone’s favourite Christmas story.” 

Love Actually (Richard Curtis; 2003) – “if you don’t shed a tear during (Emma Thompson’s) legendary crying 

scene, there is no hope for you.” 
 

And to continue the festive theme, in last year’s Christmas Newsletter, we ended with a 

singsong over the closing credits, and nobody complained (even if we could hear some 

off-key singing in the fourth row down, over by the wall).  So here we are again, this year 

karaoke-ing to John Lennon and Yoko Ono’s timeless tinsel tune Happy Christmas (War Is 

Over).  Go on, sing along, you know you want to … 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sbKQ7nXx0o8 if you don’t remember the tune!)  
 

♫ So this is Christmas, and what does it bring, a break from the Phoenix, whose praises 

we sing. 
   We’ve watched The Assassin, all curtains and swords, and also Almanya, German-Turkish accords; 
 

♫ And Our Little Sister, how sweet she could be, poor Jafar Panahi, in his Tehran Taxi. 
 

♫ Now talking of vehicles, there’s dear Maggie Smith, she lived in her van there, with humour and pith; 
   Icelandic sheep herders, out there in the cold, and kidnapped George Clooney, Hail, Caesar! so bold. 
 

♫ And so to the future, with I, Daniel Blake, the late Amy Winehouse, in ev-er-y take; 
 

♫ And wondrous Dirk Bogarde, a Victim so brave, in the Phoenix’s programme, whose movies we crave 

   And so Happy Christmas, great films have we seen, and lots more to follow, in 2-O seventeen. 
 

♫ We wish you a good one, with plenty of fun, all best from the Phoenix, your film number one! 
 

♫ Happy Christmas, Happy Christmas, Happy Christmas … 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sbKQ7nXx0o8


To round off the Autumn, here is a selection of your comments for the programme so 

far ...  Your comments and votes are always welcomed. 
 

Tangerines 
 

Excellent opening film, 
beautifully shot and 
thought-provoking. 
 

Tangerine Dream – a sweet 
treat to open the season. 
 

Very moving and 
memorable. 
 

Strangely heart-warming. 
Just goes to show if only we 
could all seek to find what 
we have in common maybe 
war would not have to 
happen. 
 

Ivo reminded me of 
Corbyn, principled, but 
ultimately futile.. 
 

Att: 194   90% 

Almanya: Welcome to 

Germany 

100% brilliant, touched 

everything. Genius, 

wonderful filming and 
acting, and use of 

silences. 
 

Gentle comedy, skilful 

weaving of past and 

present. 
 

I cried and laughed a 

lot. 
 

Delightful and such 
sensitive actors and 

actresses. 
 

What an uplifting film. 
 

Charming in an old-

fashioned sentimental 

sort of way. 

Att: 228   88.3% 

 

 

Our Little Sister 
 

Curiously timeless, the 

restrained manners 

reminded me of a Jane 

Austen novel. 
 

A beautiful film about 

relationships, love and 

forgiveness. 
 

A nice film that plays well 

with very simple details 

about life. It’s good to watch 

a Japanese film that shows 

their old culture in modern 

times. 
 

Very gentle, unhurried and 

unpretentious. 
 

Film at least 1 hour too 

long; music brilliant! 
 

Att: 186   83.9% 

Hail, Caesar! 
A satire and a homage done with 
relish. Great fun, especially if 
you grew up watching the 
originals of the spoofs. 
 

Cryptic, crazy, complex, 
complete, and Coen brothers 
through and through. 
 

Showed a real affection for 
Hollywood. 
 

A cliché too far for me – I think I 
prefer doom and gloom. 
 

Even funnier the second 
viewing. (Any chance of banning 
smelly popcorn?) 
  
No better second time around; 
not one of their best. 
 

Att: 188   75.8% 

The Assassin 
My first experience of 
Chinese cinema, utterly 
beautiful and compelling. 
More please. 
 

Breath-taking scenery, 
lovely costumes and 
music. Got the plot at the 
end. 
 

Sumptuous setting and 
ravishing photography. A 
mysterious course of 
events. 
 

An aesthetically gorgeous 
and enchanting tale, 
marred by an obtusely 
presented story.  
 

Rather watch back-to-back 
Eastenders! 
Att: 160   65.4% 

Too Late 
One of the best films I’ve 
seen. 
 

Was it spliced together in 
the right sequence? Would 
it have mattered? Not 
really, great choice. 
 

Acting so hammy they 
should serve it in a 
sandwich. Good 
soundtrack though. 
 

Oh what a tangled web we 
weave with sex and drugs. 
 

It all seemed fresh and yet 
experimental. 
 

Like an old Raymond 
Chandler. 
 

Att: 150   77.8% 

Rams 
Muted colour, restrained 
score, but what powerful 
subterranean emotions it 
dredged up. 
 

Very unusual to have two 
older men as protagonists 
who weren’t distinguished or 
handsome! 
 

Visually beautiful and unique 
storytelling. 
 

Almost unbearable drama and 
tension; I was glad when it 
was over! 
 

I think there is a reason we 
don’t see much evidence of a 
thriving Icelandic film 
industry. 
 

Att: 186   83% 

Mustang 
Suspense, fantastic 
heroine, beautiful. 5 sisters 
and 5 life stories! 
 

Brilliant exposé of a 
disgusting society. Men are 
such hypocrites. 
 

Turkish delight! 
 

All the music powerful for 
being so beautifully played 
and filmed. 
 

It broke my heart! 
 

Scarily powerful; really 
captured how teenage girls 
think and behave. 
 

Another difficult, poignant 
film, but so real 
 

Att: 183   89.4% 

 

The members of the Phoenix Council hope you have enjoyed another year of fine films from 
the Phoenix, and we look forward to seeing you back here in 2017.  Have a wonderful 

Christmas and New Year celebration.  Adrian, Andrew, Graham, John, Stephen, Wendy.  
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